Morihwesi Bay Brook ks one of the major tibutaries of Lake George.

Roiling the waters

B Lake George fandowners fight

strecim-preatection proposal, saying
the rules wonld burt proflerty valtes.

By Brian NEARING

ipht sguare miles, That's roughly 3

prercent of (he mouniaing, hills, and

forests in the Lake George waler-
shed, 10 bow much land may be needed to
presecve the lake's lependary clear waters,
And i1 gparked o buttle royal on the Queen
of American Lakes.

The state-run Like Ceorge Park Convmission is eycing
Limits o eomrsciion, e cuiting, and other forms of
Ll diminirbanee uroond 150 sincams, lorge and small, thad
feed the lake. The sim is W curh pollution by keepang
intact Torests sl naiussl ground cover alomg streami

Mumerous slmdies have shown that when maral vege-
psthnn s pemuoved righl i 1o edpes of streams, Tenilinors
el wibl wash ingo the walerways and eventually o the
luake, The pollution clouds waters and focks blooms of
greenash alyse that sck oul oxygen needed for aquatic
lile, Also, with tee cover reduced, ihe streanis may
hecome wanner, damaging habiiut for fish and sther life.

Scicnlists say such ecological damage can be prevented
Iy beaving natieral buflers along stresma, Cluis Navitsky,

10 Expiowek

the Lake Goonge Watcrkoeper, said the rubes projposed by
the commsshn ase bong overdue. He sakl the comstructian
af hinss on the steep hilluides shove the lake has led 1o
delerioration in waler qality, panicularly in ihe soaihem
hasir, where mast of ihe devebopment is takang place.

Last sunamer, Mavilsky and ihe Fusid for Lake George,
which employs him, moakared mose than siaty algae
hlooms ground (e lake, "We sre seeing changes b the
Nk, and jon zones are needed,” Navisky
satd, Wi can’t Jef the lake delerinrass further jus) so n few
pmph: can canh in”

The drafl regulatkms would prevent all tee curting
widlsin filty feet of a stream and wiould lace Hnits oo cut-
ting for mnother fify feet on cither side of the sream
Aboial two-thieds of the sresmeflow inio ihe lake comes
from eight large perennial sereams: East Brook, English

“We can't let the lake
deteriorate further just so
a few people can cash in.”

= Chris Navitsky
Lake GEQRGE WaTENREEPEH

Hrook, Finkle Brook, Shelving Hock Hrook, Hogoe
Brook, Imdion Boook, Monbwest Boy Brook, aml West
Bronk

The rules would apply sol only o year-musl stireains,
ot also b ienmsent streams that nin for as fei as ihis-
1y days a year. AMogether, they would covers sroams that
cowrse through e than fwo asand privale pagels
nstling eight sjpuare ke, Opponenis comemd i ibe
b ol iy restret prapenty sights s iedus Lad
vatlues, And land ground ibe labo is oxpensive, Tn o new
Bigh-end residential developiment in Babion, for examgle,
Mive-scre bublding lois with a stewmn ane selling T
SHHLAEHY 2l g

i s easy o wriie regilalbors when 8 ks nod g piog-
eriy and you arg pressared by eatremil groups,” sad
Richand Kudlak, & member of ihe Like Geoge Property
O Ciootpy, which ropeosents Lindownens and devel-
opers. “The benefil from these rules bs punascale”

Wien ihe cnmmission held publac bearngs in Febnaary,
Navitsky and Kodlak were among the searly three hu:
dved people who jammed the Lake George Wiliday Tnm o
speak oul on listen, Nunsenous wnitlen comimeis s were
senl 10 the commmisame, All lold, ik panel received somo
Four hundned cosmments—{ar maore than it bas gol om axy
oiher simghe ssue,

“What we ot was definitely mose con than pre,” sal
Michael White, the panel’s longiiine executive direcid,
The commission extended entil May its deadlise fos wril-
ing a final environmestal impact ststement, whach will
gpell out in deeail the rationake for the rubes. A final deci-
sion woubd still be months owsey, [



Courieay of P Fund e Laks Taoge

B Wil subl an economic agument can be nade in
Taviw al séream proigction, ciing evidence hat dimdnashed
waler saaliny reduces land values. “Posw development
practices amil incfieotive oversight poteatially mpaci
hsusands of bomnes s businesses slong ibe lake, tens of
(nnmissiuls (ol people] whe rely o the lake e drinkisg
wader, anel usiuld mushers wlo rocreaie, visd, aml enjoy
ihe lake"s aploslos,” hae said,

Mk ulll Liake Creowge landowniers oppose saream) regula-
tnmie. Jinst Bobwerisin, whis b e o place on Asscimbily
Fasipa Tilw (1Y wears, wok ibe commassion’s sisle @l ihe
Drwring. i fired, youa ool drimk raghi oul of the ke, aod
L apn, v lill cobil,” shie samd. =B
1 P e e b beenmings gooky wilh
w e s @ (aleer T Lake waler, We peed

i viimbenincy sesadent Gisllene Banben complained
iami v rles vwoosilil cover abwsn Gy of ibe theee hus-
el aeies his wile's lamily owns om Sabbath Day
Finind Ty et s bees i e Tamily skice before

571
vy ihes lamd, 0000 canmid be used? Yoo guys™ Bartlet
kol
Several dutes (but ol Mow York ) have offered landowns-

ers iax bivaks or tax credies as pan of stream-baifer pro- S

g, soconding 10 he LS, Depenmenst of Agriculiure.

Cine of the mam pothsants feeling algpse blooms on Lake
Conwpe 1n plosphone, which i [ound & seplic sysems
anad lavwn fervibizers, Many hisipes have luah lawns that b
der streaims o the lakelnoni.

A 200 wly of Lake George for (he commussson by
Stearns & Whooler found (hial imoee ihan 80 percest of the
phiosphares entering the lske came fiom waler running
min sireans and drainage sysiems. Although developed
arcas comprees sl 3 percent of o laod i the wanershed,
ey acciunt for 43 pereent of the phoaphinas entering the
lakie i wanail, dhe gepon said,

That same year, “Lake George—Planning for ihe
Funims,” o mepont commissioned by Cov, Geonge Pataki,
cived evidence thal & devebopioent-fueled mix of grease,
al, lead, fecal coliform haciena, snd phosphons was pel-
kg wnibi the lake. The nepon sail throe stodies confmed
ibal sdosn-wator minl s 4 significant comribulor o &
dowmward trend in water qualiny,

“Studies have documented thot storm water runofT from
developed arcas of the Lake Oeorpe Basin is sagnificantly
enrichied witl podlutznts and contamnanis, b companesd w0
mupsall T undeveloped arcas, All the evidence suggesis

thar water quadity of the loke can be expected o deteriorane
incrementally if ibese issmes remain unchallenged,”
acconding v ibse report, whach was propared by & panel of
sate and local officials, including ihise from e lake
wowns of Lake George, Queensbary, Balton, and Hague,
and the Warren Coundy Board of Supervisors,

In 20047, an analysis by the Allany Times Lialon found
that 657 pew singlo-Tamily hormses pprouted within abosi
LA acres around the lake since ihe sian of the decade.
Aot BO peroent of growih ook place @ the lake's south-
western odge in Warren Coumty, where water quality o
deterinrating maos rapidly.

Three owns in that regeon, Hague, Bolios, and Lake
Gearge, have gone on record in apposition 1o ihe siream-
prideciion mibes (as has the Warren County Bosrd of
Supervisors), 1T sdoped, howeves, the rales would apply
regasdless of & town's position.

Jahm Cav, 8 netivber of ibe Lake Ceorge Planning Board,

Maost of the Lake George development s occurring in the southern basin.

said more sudy of the lake snd 315 stresms is needed befire
any mules move forwand. “There s condlicting data on vars-
ous mmeasures af lake health,” said Carr, “Most of the dasa
s being presented frons an envimmnenial polnt of view.”

Caar said it's “theoretically possible” thal slorm-waker
remdval sysbems imstalled by developers wark boller than
malural ballers in (ilbering oul polluiants. "N i something
wg dbon'y know yer,” he saiil

He arged the cosumdssion 10 scrap ike drall mubes s
lnire ihe Drarvin Freshwster Instituse, an allilone of Kemsse-
Lser Polytechni: Institute, ur do moee studics

Maviisky said local govermments that oppose ihe neles
are simply secking delay. He desamassed allegatsons that i
bocals wene left oul of the process. “We do nol want ilsis
provess nashed.” be sasd, “hut all the 1ow s wround the lake
were imlerviewed aboui this when this furst started o 2005,
and since. So for anyone o say they have nol been
bnvadvied e not make any sense " B

For more information
The Lake George Park Commizsion’s draft regula-
wens for protecting sreams can be downloaded
from it website The co ission alse has p d ins
draft anvirenmental ETpact STALEMmenE, SIPOAI Mags,
E-?ﬂ!ﬂiiﬂnﬁ:uangﬂuﬂn—.-i
wideos of the public hearing,

www.gpcatate.nyus
Phone: 51 8-668-9347

Thee Fund for Lake Gearge
has published & bookbet
tithed " Claar Chodow: The
Meead for Soremmn Bulfery o
the Lake George
Waneruhed.” The bookker
and the hand'’s " 2008
Srream Asvessment” wre
bach avadable on the
prouph webdite.
Tundioriabegeorge. org
Phone: 51 0-848-9700
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