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By Buzz Lamb
Victor Hershafts.chairman of the
Lake George Association (LGA)
West Brook commistee,. recently
bought lunch for an eclectic group
of people who love Laké George.

[n ;c”:hty, the free lunch came with.

a price tag. Hershaft wanted Lo pic
thetr bramq

Walt Lender. LGA Exccu
Director explained to the dozen or

5o luncheon guests. thati although-a.
number of grants have been linked

to the West Brook Initiative, the
influx of dollars needed to pay off

the note
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George. Engineers estimate that 90
percent of all sediments will remain
behind.

“The West Brook Conservation
Initiative is the single most impor-
tant effort ever undertaken to pre-
serve Lake George,” Hershaft said.
. “BEvery single drop of water that
enters the lake through West Brook
eventually makes the 32-mile jour-
ney. This project will eliminate a
great threat to the lake and to every-
one who loves Lake George. I am
passionaté about Lake George. In
spite of the difficulties with the
economy, the time is now for others
t& "share that passion and 1o con-
tribute financially to the success of
this plan. The threat to the lake and
the way we enjoy it is genuire.
Everyone around the lake and all
those who care for the lake ought to
have a stake in this pl‘O_]CCt
Hershaft said.

to purchase
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plained that th.¢
majority of the grant money
received.tof dafe m*‘-ear-ma.rked for
the consifadtie porﬁon fthe projs
ect.

According to Hershaft. the LGA
is one offtfires ocal,env:tronmcntal
groups which“havé’ “joined together
o purchase the conservation ease-
ent which will govern the use of
the-sensitive area. “Things are
moving along, but not at a comfort-

’ableﬁpqce, ] wanted to bring these

peepletogether to get their input on

how we can move forward in a

more positive manner,” he said
Lender said the grants received

‘fnental crroups acmally

zhus far all require a focal match.
“What they:(the grants) do.istnsure
that the:praject: will happen. What
they don’t do. is help the environ-
ay. for the

q:qnserV‘auon- casemcnt

at’ our feet he. sald

Herbh’m qmd the three- logal
envirompental groups have formed
‘a Capital Campaign Commitiee
designed to focus exclusively on
raising the $2.1 million for the pur-
chase of the easement. “"We wantto
know if our collective campaign is
having an impact on the communi-
ty. We have a DVD dene about
West-Brook. We have brochures
avajlable. We have done mailings.
WHhat else can we do to get.the pub-
lic interested in becoming part of
the solution to our financial needs,”
she said.

" Lender said the issue caricerning
. the retention of two -buildings on
the 12 acre site has been somewhat
of a hindrance to the fund-raising
aspect of the project. “The. public
perception is that the three environ-
mental organizations don’t have the
. ‘support of the three municipatities.
‘ Gr fmlcd there are a coup{c of eleer-
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ed officials who are really adaman
about what to do with those.build
ings. but in reality, everyone is fu
with the environmental progrim
The percepiion is that we are not ab
on the same page. but the fact s tha
we are.” he said,

Lender went on to say thal initta
tive to purchase the Gasligh
Village property “has always beel
about the lake. We need 1o get th
word out there that whether th
buildings stay or go, it doesn’t real
ly affect our ability to manag
slormwater.”

According to Lender, 50, percent o
the po]lutnnm that enter the lake i
the southern basin come from Wes
Broak. With the new plar
stormwaler will collect in seltling
ponds and flow nto engincere
wellands  belore entering bak
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