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February 8, 2010 
 
Mr. Galen Seerup, Chairman 
Town of Putnam Planning Board 
123 Lower Road 
Putnam Station, NY  12861 
 
Re: Harding – 153 Mosswood Way   
 
Dear Mr. Seerup: 
 
The above referenced site plan review application was personally reviewed in my capacity as a 
licensed professional engineer and the Lake George Waterkeeper.  The Waterkeeper would like 
to offer the following comments to the Board for its consideration: 
 
ON-SITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM (OWTS) 
The existing OWTS is required to be evaluated.  According to application materials, the 
applicant has stated that the project will result in an additional bedroom.  According to the New 
York State Department of Health Fact Sheet (see attached), an OWTS evaluation shall be 
performed and submitted by a licensed design professional for home alterations resulting in an 
increase in the number of bedrooms.  
 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
Stormwater management should be incorporated into any site design to reduce negative 
impacts to Lake George from land use.  Although the project would be exempt from 
stormwater management requirements, management of site runoff would be good stewardship 
for Lake George.  Stormwater management can be accomplished through the design of 
vegetated depressions referred to as rain gardens that collect and infiltrate runoff.  This can be 
an attractive addition to the property and has important water quality benefits.  Please find 
attached a Lake George Fact Sheet on rain gardens.  
 
The Lake George Waterkeeper recommends the following for the proposed project:  1) the 
applicant should provide an evaluation of the existing OWTS; and 2) stormwater management 
should be provided utilizing rain gardens. 
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The Lake George Waterkeeper looks forward to working with the Town of Putnam Planning 
Board to defend the natural resources of Lake George and its watershed.  Thank you for your 
consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Christopher Navitsky, PE 
Lake George Waterkeeper         
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